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i  use  of  the  wives  and  childre. 

1  the  miners,  i'he  first  up-to-date 
;  wash  house  ever  lilt  for  a  min- 
( ing  town,  as  for  the  convenience 
i  of  the  miners.  Ali  the  houses  were 
electrically  lighted  from  the  elec¬ 
tric  plant  at  the  colliery,  and  the 
houses  were  heated  from  the  com¬ 
pany’s  steam  plant.  A  nominal 
rent  was  paid  for  the  houses,  and 
electricity  and  heat  were  fur¬ 
nished  gratis.  Miners  paid  approx¬ 
imately  $6  per  month  and  officials 
$15  per  month  rent. 

All  the  streets  were  paved  and 
there  were  sidewalks  throughout 
the  town,  which  for  a  mining  vil¬ 
lage  was  quite  something,  when 
one  recalls  the  abandoned  railroad 
track  that  provided  the  main  thor¬ 
oughfare  in  the  bituminous  village 
of  Dagis  Mines  for  a  great  many 
years. 

The  village  boasted  of  the  first 
(Continued  on  Page  30;  Col  3) 


06-14-78 

VHH:  "I  was  up  there  [Underwood]  a  couple  of  times,  but  I  don't 
remember  much  about  it." 


WSP  (07-22-78):  "There  were  six  houses  in  Underwood  with  steam  heat 

from  the  mines,  water,  toilets  and  electricity. 

The  rent  was  $15  a  month.  Later  it  was  raised 
to  $25.  There  were  also  two  rows  of  ten  houses 
that  had  no  toilets--just  hot  and  cold  water— 
and  no  heat.  There  was  a  bath  house  for  the 
people  who  lived  in  the  two  rows  of  ten  houses. 
They  [the  inhabitants  of  the  two  rows  of  ten 
houses]  didn't  take  care  of  the  bath  house  and 
the  bath  house  was  closed  and  they  had  to  take 
baths  in  the  kitchens." 


